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Summary
This submission is made by Justice for Iran for the introduction of sanctions against fifteen individuals as
violators of human rights in Iran.
Justice for Iran is a non-governmental human rights organization which aims to address and eradicate the
practice of impunity that empowers officials of the Islamic Republic of Iran (IRI) to perpetrate widespread
human rights violations against their citizens, and to hold them accountable for their actions.
This submission calls for the introduction of sanctions against individuals listed below for human rights
violations perpetrated during recent anti-government protests in Iran.
The anti-government protests in Iran started on 28 December 2017 in the city of Mashhad and spread
quickly across the country. The unrest continued for 10 days until 7 January 2018. During this period,
protesters marched against the IRI regime and its leaders in dozens of towns and cities across Iran.
From the early days of the protests, various security, military and judicial officials blamed the unrest on
foreign interference and threatened protesters. From 3 January 2018, and as a result of the heavy
crackdown on protesters by security forces, the protests became smaller and less frequent before eventually
ending.
According to official sources, around 4,000 protesters were detained and at least 25 were killed by
government agents killed. In addition, at least three detainees – Sina Ghanbari1, Vahid Heidari2, and Saru
Ghahramani3 – died in Tehran’s Evin prison, and detention centres in Arak and Sanandaj respectively.
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The deaths of some of these detainees have been declared suicides. As explained in further detail in this
submission, security forces have exerted severe pressure on the families of victims to dissuade them from
making calls for inquests into deaths, torture or other violations of human rights.
Justice for Iran has identified 15 officials responsible for the violent crackdown on protesters in December
2017-January 2018. As of this writing, none of these officials have been investigated or held accountable
for their actions. It is for this reason that Justice for Iran calls for all entities which sanction human rights
violators to subject the individuals listed below to sanctions.
Justice for Iran submits that the serious violations of human rights of the protesters and detainees combined
with the lack of accountability for perpetrators warrants the imposition of sanctions.

Profiles of Officials Responsible for the Crackdown on
Protests in December 2017- January 2018 in Iran

1. Seyed Mahmoud Alavi, Minister of Intelligence

Seyed Mahmoud Alavi heads the Ministry of Intelligence which is responsible for the arrest of students
and protestors, as well as those distributing news and photos of the December 2017-January 2018 protests
on social media.
During the protests, the Ministry of Intelligence arrested dozens of student activists. In an interview on 5
January 2018 with the online newspaper Jame’e Nou, Tehran Member of Parliament Parvaneh Salahshouri
stated that the Ministry of Intelligence was responsible for the arrest of 90 students during the protests.4
In a 10 January statement, the Ministry of Intelligence explained actions it had taken to crush the protests:
“Through intelligence gathering and reports received from the public, the Ministry of Intelligence was able
to arrest some of the perpetrators of the riots, rampage, who murdered and injured members of the public
and police forces with fire arms and other weapons, damaged and stole public property, and caused public
disorder and insecurity. Some of the actions are as follows:
Arresting a number of individuals who were inciting people through online platforms to participate in the
riots in some provinces.
Arresting those who have been sending photos and video of the riots and rampage using online platforms
to anti-revolutionary media outlets outside Iran.”5
On 1 January, in the city of Sanandaj, the Ministry of Intelligence detained Saru Ghahremani, a 24-year old
Iranian-Kurdish protester. He died in custody at a Ministry of Intelligence detention centre. His body was
handed over to his family 11 days later.
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The day after news of Saru’s death was released, his father, Mohammad Gharemani, denied that his son
died in the Ministry of Intelligence detention facilities in a video broadcast on state-owned television, the
Islamic Republic of Iran Broadcasting (IRIB). He said that his son was an armed member of a Kurdish
opposition organisation – the Komala Party of Iranian Kurdistan. He added that Saru had been killed in a
skirmish with government forces.
While the statement made by Saru’s father appeared to fully confirm the official account, testimony from
another close relative suggests that security forces had coerced Mohammad Ghahremani into making the
televised statement.6 Mr Gharemani has been banned by the same forces from giving any media interviews.
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2. Abdolreza Rahmani Fazli, Minister of Interior

As the Interior Minister and the Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei’s second-in-command in the
police force,7 Abdolreza Rahmani Fazli is in charge of the Law Enforcement Forces of the Islamic
Republic of Iran (known by the acronym NAJA) and has the authority to issue permits for peaceful
assemblies.
Rahmani Fazli is responsible for the violence used by NAJA forces against the protesters during the
December 2017-January 2018 protests. NAJA crushed protests using excessive force and violent means
including firing live ammunition, spraying tear gas and physical assault.8
Rahmani Fazli has also barred Iranian citizens from exercising their right to peaceful assembly. In addition
to refusing to issue permits for peaceful assemblies, on 30 December 2017, he warned protesters not to
attend unlawful assemblies and to refrain from making trouble for themselves and others.9
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3. Hossein Ashtari, Commander in Chief of NAJA

As the Commander in Chief of the Law Enforcement Forces of the Islamic Republic of Iran (known by the
acronym NAJA), Hossein Ashtari is responsible for unlawful and violent acts committed by those under
his command during the December 2017-January 2018 protests.
In a television interview on 6 January, Hossein Ashtari promised to arrest protesters who had been
identified [from TV footage?].10
NAJA crushed protests using excessive force and violent means including firing live ammunition, spraying
tear gas and physical assault.11
Reports of police brutality have been published by official and semi-official media outlets. The following
are two such examples:
Six killed in Ghahdarijan, Esfahan
According to the IRIB News Agency, on 1 January six people were killed as a result of NAJA forces firing
at protesters in Ghahdarijan in the province of Esfahan”.12
In an interview with IRIB, Asghar Hedayat, the district governor of Falavarjan, asserted that NAJA forces
had fired on protesters because they had launched an “armed assault” on the Basij compound and police
station in Ghahdarijan.13
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Two protesters killed in Doroud, Lorestan
On 31 December, the IRIB News Agency confirmed that two protesters had been killed in the city of
Doroud in the province of Lorestan.”14
In an interview with the news website Etemad Online published on 31 December, Hamidreza Kazemi, MP
for the nearby town of Pol-Dokhtar, confirmed that NAJA had fired on protesters resulted in the death of
two people in Doroud. He also stated, “there was no way for the police other than confronting and firing on
those who broke the norms and took to the streets”.15
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4. Hossein Rahimi, NAJA Commander for GreaterTehran

During the protests of December 2017-January 2018, police forces under the command of Hossein Rahimi,
the Law Enforcement Forces of the Islamic Republic of Iran (known by the acronym NAJA) Commander
for Greater Tehran, crushed demonstrations using excessive force and violent methods including physical
assault and the use of tear gas.
On 30 December 2017, following violent attacks against protesters outside the University of Tehran, on
Enghelab Street, NAJA forces attacked students simply because they were chanting in support of the
protesters. The police forces assaulted and arrested a number of students and injured others16 by spraying
teargas into the university campus.17
During three days, between 30 December and 1 January, NAJA forces arrested at least 450 protesters.18
From 3 January, they were deployed on the streets in force to intimidate the public and prevent peaceful
gatherings in Tehran.19
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5. Mehdi Masoum Beigi, NAJA Commander for Esfahan Province

As the Law Enforcement Forces of the Islamic Republic of Iran (known by the acronym NAJA)
Commander for Esfahan province, Mehdi Masoum Beigi is responsible for the excessive use of force and
the killing and beating of protesters by police forces under his command during the December 2017January 2018 protests.
Six killed in Ghahdarijan, Esfahan
According to the IRIB News Agency, on 1 January six people were killed as a result of NAJA forces firing
at the protesters in Ghahdarijan in Esfahan province.20
In an interview with the IRIB, Asghar Hedayat, the District Governor of Falavarjan, asserted that NAJA
forces had fired at the protesters because they had launched an “armed assault” on the Basij compound and
police station in Ghahdarijan.21 However, even in the clip broadcast by the IRIB News Channel, there was
no evidence of the protesters being armed with weapons. Some parts of the footage show that what appears
to be handmade petrol bombs were thrown at the police station.22
From 3 January, there was a very heavy police presence in the streets, which created an atmosphere of
intimidation. NAJA forces prevented any peaceful gatherings throughout the province of Esfahan.23
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6. Hassan Nikbakht, NAJA Commander for Falavarjan District

As the Law Enforcement Forces of the Islamic Republic of Iran (known by the acronym NAJA) Commander
Falverjan District of Esfahan province, Hassan Nikbakht is responsible for the killing of six people on 1
January following the firing of live ammunition at protesters in the town of Ghahdarijan by police
forces under his command.
In an interview with the IRIB, Asghar Hedayat, the District Governor of Falavarjan, asserted that NAJA
forces had fired at the protesters because they had launched an “armed assault” on the Basij compound
and police station in Ghahdarijan.24 This is while, even in the clip broadcasted the IRIB News Channel,
there was no evidence of the protesters being armed with weapons. Some parts of the footage only
show that what appears to be handmade petrol bombs were thrown at the police station.25
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7. Mohammad Malekshahi, NAJA Commander for the City of Doroud

As the Law Enforcement Forces of the Islamic Republic of Iran (known by the acronym NAJA)
Commander in the city of Doroud, Mohammad Malekshahi is responsible for the killing of two people on
1 January following the firing of live ammunition at protesters by police forces under his command.
On 31 December, the IRIB News Agency confirmed that two protesters had been killed in the city of
Doroud in the province of Lorestan.26
In an interview with news website “Etemad Online” published on 31 December, Hamidreza Kazemi, the
member of parliament for the nearby town of Pol-Dokhtar, confirmed NAJA’s shooting at protesters
resulting in the killing of two in Doroud. He also stated that “there was no other way for the police than
confronting and firing at those who broke the norms and took to the streets”.27
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8. Gholamhossein Gheibparvar, Commander in Chief of Basij Forces

Gholamhossein Gheibparvar is the Commander of the Basij Forces, the paramilitary branch of the Islamic
Revolutionary Guard (IRGC). During the December 2017-Januayr 2018 protests, the Basij forces closely
cooperated closely with NAJA forces in brutally crushing the protests.
In an interview with the Iranian Labour News Agency (ILNA) on 31 December 2017, Esmail Kosari, the
Deputy Commander of IRGC’s Sarallah Unit, commented on the cooperation between Basij and NAJA
forces in crushing the protests. He stated that: “Thanks to the efforts of NAJA, and also Basij forces who
assisted NAJA forces since yesterday afternoon, a good and stable security has been established throughout
Tehran.”28
Sarallah unit is a security division of the IRGC that is responsible for maintaining security in the
metropolis of Tehran and operates under the supervision of IRGC’s Commander in Chief.
Ramezan Sharif, IRGC’s spokesperson and head of public relations, has confirmed in an interview the
significant role played by Basij and Gholamhossein Gheibparvar in crushing the protests:
“In some districts, Basij forces received requests for assistance from NAJA divisions, following which
Brigadier Gheibparvar the Commander in Chief of Basij issued the required orders for cooperation and the
assistance was provided.”29

28
29

http://justice4iran.org/persian/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/32-HRV.pdf
http://justice4iran.org/persian/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/33-HRV.pdf

13

9. Mostafa Mohebi, Chief of Prisons in Tehran Province

As Head of the Prisons Organization in Tehran province, Mostafa Mohebi is responsible for the wellbeing
and security of prisoners within his jurisdiction. Sina Ghanbari was one of the protesters detained during
the December2017-January 2018 protests. Sina Ghanbari died in unknown circumstances whilst in custody
at Evin Prison in Tehran, one of the prisons within Mostafa Mohebi’s jurisdiction.
Twenty-two year old Sina Ghanbari was arrested by NAJA forces during the protests of 31 December 2018
and transferred to Ward 4 of the Quarantine wing at Evin Prison. Six days later, on 6 January 2018,
Mostafa Mohebi claimed that Ghanbari had hanged himself in a prison toilet.30
On 11 January, Attorney General, Mohammad Jafar Montazeri, confirmed the death of Ghanbari stressing
that he had committed suicide. Talking to the press, he claimed that he “was a drug addict and footage [of
the incident] is available”.31
On 5 February, following his visit to Evin Prison, Tehran Member of Parliament, Alireza Rahimi, rejected
Montazeri’s claims in his personal Telegram channel writing that:

“The said footage is incorrectly referred to as Sina Ghanbari’s suicide clip. This is while the clip only
shows some footage of the outside of the toilet facilities and there is no footage from the inside of the toilet
or the incident resulting in the death; basically no footage of the suicide exists”.32
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The prominent human rights lawyer, Nasrin Sotoudeh, told the Centre for Human Rights in Iran that
security agents had encouraged the prisoners to ask for “methadone” so that they would be freed sooner.33
In a tweet on 16 January, Tehran Member of Parliament, Mahmoud Sadeghi, also confirmed the news that
prisoners including Sina Ghanbari were forced to take pills:
“Based on statements by the relatives of one of the detainees who died in prison, he had contacted them
from prison several times to say that he and the detainees were being forced to take some pills that made
them sick.”34
The circumstances of Sina Ghanbari’s death have not yet been investigated by an independent body.
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10.Ali Cheharmahali, Director of Evin Prison

As Director of Evin Prison, Ali Cheharmahali is responsible for the wellbeing and security of prisoners
within his jurisdiction. Sina Ghanbari was one of the protesters who was detained during the DecemberJanuary protests. Sina Ghanbari died under unknown circumstances while in custody at Evin Prison, which
is under the control of Ali Cheharmahali.
Twenty-two-year-old Sina Ghanbari was arrested by NAJA forces during the protests on 31 December
2018 and transferred to Ward 4 of the Quarantine Wing of the Evin Prison. Six days later, on 6 January
2018, Mostafa Mehebi, Tehran’s Chief of Prisons, claimed that he had hanged himself in the prison’s
toilet.35
On 11 January, Attorney General Mohammad Jafar Montazeri confirmed the death of Ghanbari, stressing
that he had committed suicide. Talking to the press, he claimed that “the person how has committed suicide
was a drug addict and the footage [of the incident] is available”.36
Following the claims made by Attorney General Montazeri regarding Sina Ghanbari’s suicide, on 5
February Tehran Member of Parliament Alireza Rahimi, right after his visit to the Evin Prison, rejected the
above claim in his personal Telegram channel and wrote:
“The said footage is incorrectly referred to as Sina Ghanbari’s suicide clip. This is while the clip only
shows the outside of the toilet facilities. There is no footage from the inside of the toilet or the incident
resulting in the death. In other words, no footage of the suicide exists”.37
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The prominent human rights lawyer Nasrin Sotoudeh told the Center for Human Rights in Iran that
security agents had encouraged the prisoners to ask for “methadone” so that they would be freed sooner.38
In a tweet on 16 January, Tehran member of Parliament Mahmoud Sadeghi also confirmed the news that
prisoners including Sina Ghanbari were forced to take pills:
“Based on statements by the relatives of one of the detainees who died in prison, he had contacted them
from prison several times to say that he and the detainees were being forced to take some pills that made
them sick.”39
So far, the circumstances of the death of Sina Ghanbari have not been investigated by an independent body.
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11.Kiumars Azizi, NAJA Commander for Markazi Province

As the Law Enforcement Forces of the Islamic Republic of Iran (known by the acronym NAJA)
Commander Markazi province, Kiumars Azizi is responsible for the death of Vahid Heydari, one of the
protesters who was detained during the December2017-January 2018 protests who died in unknown
circumstances whilst in police custody in the city of Arak. According to regulations regarding the treatment
of detainees, NAJA was responsible for Vahid Heydari’s wellbeing and security.
Twenty-three year old Vahid Heydari was arrested on 31 December 2018 by NAJA forces during the
protests in Arak. He was then transferred to Police station 12, where he later died.
On 6 January 2018, Heydari’s family was informed by the authorities that their son had killed himself in
custody and that they should collect his body. According to an activist in Arak, the relatives of Vahid
Heydari were pressured by security agents to bury his body in a location specified by them.40
On 10 January, Abbas Ghassemi the General Prosecutor for Markazi Province referred to Vahid Heydari as
a drug smuggler, adding that he had committed suicide and that the relevant footage showing the moment
he committed suicide was available.41 However, as of this writing, no footage of the alleged suicide of
Vahid Heydari has been released.
Heydari’s family has denied claims that he was a drug smuggler. They also state that they had seen a deep
wound on Vahid Heydari’s scalp, casting further doubt on official claims of his suicide.
On 15 January, security forces arrested lawyer, Mohammad Najafi, who had been pursuing Vahid Heydari’s
case.44 Rejecting claims of suicide, Najafi had previously stated that Heydari was killed in custody.45
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12.Abbas Ghasemi, General Prosecutor for Markazi Province

As Prosecutor General Prosecutor for Markazi province, Abbas Ghassemi has failed to perform his legal
duty to investigate the death of Vahid Heydari in Police Station 12 of the city of Arak. Not only does
Ghassemi’s inaction represent a breach of his duty to inquire into the circumstances of Heydari’s death, but
also a failure to ensure accountability and justice in this worrying case.
Twenty-three year old Vahid Heydari was arrested by NAJA forces during the protests that took place on
31 December 2018 in the city of Arak. He was then transferred to the Police station 12 in Arak, where he
died. According to the regulations regarding the treatment of detainees, NAJA forces were responsible for
Vahid Heydari’s wellbeing and security. Not only has Prosecutor Ghassemi refused to carry out the
required investigation in a transparent manner, he has also made unfounded claims stating that Vahid
Heydari committed suicide.
On 6 January 2018, Heydari’s family was told by the authorities that their son had killed himself in custody
and that they should come and receive the body. According to a civil society activist in Arak, the family
members of Vahid Heydari were pressured by security agents to bury his body in a location they
specified.46
On 10 January, the General Prosecutor of the Province Abbas Ghassemi referred to Vahid Heydari as a
drug smuggler, adding that he had committed suicide and that the relevant footage showing the moment he
committed suicide was available.47 This is while so far no footage of the alleged suicide of Vahid Heydari
has been released.
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Heydari’s family has denied claims that he was a drug smuggler. They also said they had seen a deep
wound on Vahid Heydari’s scalp, which casts further doubts on the claims of his alleged suicide.
On 15 January, security forces arrested Attorney Mohammad Najafi, who had been pursuing the case of
Vahid Heydari.48 Rejecting the claims about Vahid Heydari’s suicide, Mohammad Najafi had previously
stated that he had been killed in custody.49
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13.Abdolali Asgari, Director General of the Islamic Republic of Iran
Broadcasting (IRIB) =

Abdolali Asgari, Head of the Islamic Republic of Iran Broadcasting (IRIB), is responsible for broadcasting
the forced confessions of Saru Gharemani’s father.
Twenty-four-year-old Saru Ghanbari was one of the protesters arrested and detained by Ministry of
Intelligence during the January protests in the city of Sanandaj. He died while in custody at the detention
centre of Ministry of Intelligence. His body was handed over to his family 11 days later, on 13 January.
Only one day after the news about Saru’s death was published, in a video broadcasted by the IRIB, Saru’s
father Mohammad Gharemani denied that his son had died in the detention centre of Ministry of
Intelligence. He also stated that his son was an armed member of the “Komala Party of Iranian Kurdistan”
and that he had been killed in a skirmish.
The statements made by Saru’s father appeared to fully confirm the official account provided by Ebrahim
Zarei, the governor of Sanandaj. In an interview with the official Islamic Republic News Agency (IRNA),
Ebrahim Zarei stressed that Saru Ghahremani’s death had nothing to do with the December-January
protests, while adding in relation to the circumstances surround Saru’s death that:
“This individual [Ghahremani], when together with one of his associates were being chased by the agents,
ignored the warnings of the agents and instead opened fire at the agents. He was killed in the skirmish.”50
According to the testimony of one of Saru’s close relatives, security forces had forced Mohammad
Ghahremani to make the TV statement. Mr Ghahremani is still banned by the same forces from giving any
interviews to the media.
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14.Mohammad Ebrahim Zarei, Governor of Sanandaj

Mohammad Ebrahim Zarei, Governor of Sanandaj, is responsible for covering up the real causes and
circumstances of Saru Ghahremani’s death, and cooperating with security forces to obtain the forced
confessions of Saru Gharemani’s father.
Twenty-four year old Saru Ghanbari was one of the protesters arrested and detained by the Ministry of
Intelligence during the January protests in the city of Sanandaj. He died while in custody at the detention
centre of the Ministry of Intelligence. His body was handed over to his family 11 days later on 13 January.
Only one day after the news about Saru’s death was published, in a video broadcasted by the IRIB Saru’s
father Mohammad Gharemani denied that his son had died in the detention centre of Ministry of
Intelligence. He also stated that his son was an armed member of the “Komala Party of Iranian Kurdistan”
and that he had been killed in a skirmish.
The statements made by Saru’s father appeared to fully confirm the official account provided by Ebrahim
Zarei the governor of Sanandaj. In an interview with the official Islamic Republic News Agency (IRNA),
Ebrahim Zarei stressed that Saru Ghahremani’s death had nothing to do with the December-January
protests, while adding in relation to the circumstances surround Saru’s death that:
“This individual [Saru Ghahremani], when together with one of his associates were being chased by the
agents, ignored the warnings of the agents and instead opened fire at the agents. He was killed in the
skirmish.”51
This is while, according to the testimony of one of Saru’s close relatives, security forces had forced
Mohammad Ghahremani to make the TV statement. Mr Ghahremani is still banned by the same forces
from giving any interviews to the media.
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15.Mohammad Javad Azari Jahromi, Minister of Information and
Communication Technology

As the Minister of Information and Communication Technology, Mohammad Javad Azari Jahromi is
responsible for violating the right of Iranians to freedom of access to information by filtering the social
media networks Telegram and Instagram and restricting access to the internet in Iran during the December
2017-January 2018 protests.52
From 31 December 2017, the third day of the protests, access to the internet in Iran was severely disrupted.
The vast majority of Internet users could only connect to the Internet by using VPNs.53 At the same time,
the social media networks of “Telegram” and “Instagram” were filtered.54
Telegram and Instagram are amongst the most popular social media platforms in Iran. During the protests,
much of the information about the demonstrations and other relevant developments emerged via social
media, particularly Telegram.
The Telegram channel, “Amad News,” has more than 1.5 million members, and was very active during the
protests, publishing videos captured by protesters. It was blocked after the Communications Minister,
Azari Jahromi, asked Telegram directors to shut it down. Telegram’s CEO Pavel Durov explained that it
was blocked because it “called for violence against police”.
Following the blocking of Amad News by Telegram, Telegram users set up another channel called “Sedaye
Mardom” (Voice of People) to replace it. When Telegram refused to shut it down, Iranian authorities
blocked the entire Telegram network.
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Telegram’s CEO Pavel Durov tweeted: “Iranian authorities are blocking access to Telegram for the
majority of Iranians after our public refusal to shut down https://t.me/sedaiemardom and other peacefully
protesting channels.”55
Azari Jahromi had described opposition channels like Amad News as “terroristic” and made the lifting of
filtering from Telegram conditional upon “removing terroristic content”.56
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