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Iran's Press TV censured for interview with
arrested journalist

Ofcom says interview with Maziar Bahari that aired in the UK breached broadcasting rules

Mark Sweney
Monday 23 May 2011 17.58 BST

Ofcom has ruled that Iran's state-run Press TV is responsible for a serious breach of UK
broadcasting rules and could face a fine for airing an interview with Maziar Bahari, the Newsweek
journalist arrested covering the Iranian presidential election in 2009, that was obtained by force
while he was held in a Tehran jail.

In July 2009 Press TV, which has a bureau in west London, aired what it said was an interview
with Bahari following his arrest in the previous month, days after he had filed a report to Channel
4 News and Newsweek about an attack in Tehran during a post-election demonstration.

The UK media regulator has been investigating the complaint by Bahari, who spent 118 days in
jail, since last summer.
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In its ruling on the complaint published on Monday, Ofcom said it regards the breaches to be of a
"serious nature" and is now considering if the case "warrants the imposition of a sanction".

Bahari lodged a complaint with Ofcom in December 2009 which said the "interview" had been
made "under duress", after he was told by an interrogator that he was suspected of espionage and
could face the death penalty unless he made a "televised statement about the role of the western
media in the post-presidential election demonstrations".

He was interviewed by three Iranian broadcasters, including Press TV, reading answers pre-
prepared by his captors from a script. The footage from the "press conference" was aired in the UK
by Press TV.

"Mr Bahari said that it would have been clear to all the broadcasters that he was giving the
interview under duress," according to Ofcom's 10-page ruling.

Simons, Muirhead & Burton, the legal firm that represented Bahari, complained to Ofcom that the
he was "treated unfairly and that his privacy was unwarrantably infringed in the making and
broadcast of the programme". The complaint also said Press TV did not seek Bahari's permission
to film and air the interview.

Press TV denied the interview was biased, saying Bahari did not "dispute the truth and accuracy”
of the extract of the interview it broadcast, so it made "no logical sense" to claim it required his
consent.

The broadcaster also said its policy was not to accept "scripted" interview questions from any
third party or to "put pressure on an individual to give an interview or continue recording if an
individual requested the recording to stop".

In summary Ofcom said Press TV's presentation of Bahari was unfair because it "omitted material
facts and was placed in a context in which inferences adverse to Mr Bahari could be drawn".

The media regulator also said that Press TV failed to get his consent and this "contributed to the
overall unfairness to Mr Bahari in the item broadcast".

Ofcom added that filming and broadcasting the interview without consent "while he was in a
sensitive situation and vulnerable state was an unwarranted infringement of Mr Bahari's privacy".

. To contact the MediaGuardian news desk email editor@mediatheguardian.com or phone 020
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you are writing a comment for publication, please mark clearly "for publication".

- To get the latest media news to your desktop or mobile, follow MediaGuardian on Twitter and
Facebook.

Since you’re here ...

... we have a small favour to ask. More people are reading the Guardian than ever but advertising
revenues across the media are falling fast. And unlike many news organisations, we haven’t put
up a paywall - we want to keep our journalism as open as we can. So you can see why we need to
ask for your help. The Guardian’s independent, investigative journalism takes a lot of time, money
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and hard work to produce. But we do it because we believe our perspective matters - because it
might well be your perspective, too.

I appreciate there not being a paywall: it is more democratic for the media to be available for all
and not a commodity to be purchased by a few. I’'m happy to make a contribution so others with
less means still have access to information. Thomasine F-R.

If everyone who reads our reporting, who likes it, helps fund it, our future would be much more
secure. For as little as £1, you can support the Guardian - and it only takes a minute. Thank you.

Become a supporter
Make a contribution
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