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About Justice for Iran (JFI)
Established in July 2010, Justice for Iran (JFI) is a non-governmental, not-for-profit
human rights organization based in London. The mission of JFI is to address and
eradicate the practice of impunity that empowers officials of the Islamic Republic of Iran
to perpetrate widespread human right violations against their citizens, and to hold them
accountable for their actions. JFI unravels the truth and seeks justice for ethnic and
religious minorities, LGBTs, women, and those who are persecuted because of their
political beliefs. To achieve its mission, JFI researches, documents, validates, and
litigates individual cases. It further raises public awareness and participates in human
rights advocacy through the United Nations and the EU. Funded by the Dutch Ministry of
Foreign Affairs, Hivos, Sigrid Rausing Trust and WLUML, we have implemented several
projects with tangible results and significant impact over the past four years.
What is Our Uniqueness?
We are the only Iranian human rights organisation that focuses on impunity and seeks
to hold perpetrators accountable, using legal and political mechanisms.
Our approach goes beyond the traditional steps taken by most Iranian human rights
advocate groups which remain centred on the victim and the violations committed
against them. We adopt a perpetrator-centric approach instead in order to promote a
culture of accountability. We have established a data bank of human rights violators and
have now identified and profiled more than 300 state officials and others as
perpetrators of human rights violations committed against Iranian citizens through this
system.
We are a human rights organisation that works through a gender lens and our record
speaks to our commitment on issues that are often neglected among Iranian human
rights defenders. Specific areas of pioneering work by JFI include: sexual torture,
obligatory sex change operations, compulsory hijab, forced girl marriages and the
situation of some ethnic minorities. All of these issues are documented in
unprecedented reports produced for the first time by JFI.



HIGHTLIGHTS OF THE YEAR
Rashida Manjoo, the UN Special Rapporteur on Violence against
Women, addressed the issue of raping virgin girls prior to
execution in the 1980s in Iran. This is the first time ever this
particular form of human rights violation is acknowledged in a UN
document



The EU and US adopted restrictive measures against 11 individuals
and two entities identified by JFI as responsible for gross human
rights violations in Iran



After years of silence, official organs of the IRI declared their
position on raping prior to execution



Discrimination based on sexual orientation and gender identity
was condemned in the final declaration of the First Middle East
Women’s Conference. It was the first time that more than 500
women activists with diverse backgrounds from all over the Middle
East and North African countries agreed on a complex issue at a
regional level.



Final Moment, our documentary film has reached out more than
650,000 viewers on YouTube.
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1. An overview
In 2013, alongside wrapping up our three year long project, Crime without Punishment,
yielding significant impact, we initiated another project, Space for Human Rights,
Women’s Rights and Citizenship in Iran (SPACE), supported by Hivos. At the same time,
we began a joint project entitled No to Forced Sex Change with 6Rang (Iranian Lesbian
and Transgender Network), also supported by Hivos. In the meantime, we continue our
partnership with Women Living Under Muslim Laws, implementing the project Leaders
for Change. We also used the core funds received from Sigrid Rausing Trust in order to
start our litigation program as well as continue developing our activities to challenge
the culture of impunity in Iran.
In addition to an international public symposium in June in London where the UN
Special Rappourtuer on the situation of human rights in Iran was the keynote speaker,
we organized two training workshops in April and May in Frankfurt and London,
participated at the 50th Session of the Committee on Economic, Social, and Cultural
Rights in Geneva, and published seven major human rights research reports this year.
JFI continued its research1, documentation, issued a number of independent or joint
statements, press releases, media campaigns, award nominations for human rights
defenders in danger, provided legal counselling to Iranian human rights defenders at
risk, expanded the data bank of human rights violators, advocacy and lobbying the EU
and other countries’ officials with regards to adoption or continuation of restrictive
measures against Iranian human rights violators.2
This year, JFI adopted a more systematic approach to UN human rights mechanisms,
including treaty bodies and mandate holders such as the UN Working Group on Gender
Discrimination in Laws and Practices and the Special Rapporteur on Torture the UN
committee of CESCR, rarely used by other human rights organisations. We submitted
shadow reports to different UN mechanisms and in addition, held a joint briefing with
the Baha'i International Community's United Nations Office for the members of the UN
committee of CESCR during Iran’s review on the implementation of CESCR. In total, we
submitted five shadow reports and one allegation letter3 to different UN bodies in 2013.
The list of our 2013 reports are:
1.Raped out of Paradise: Women in Prisons of the Islamic Republic of Iran;
2.Stolen Lives, Empty Classroom; An Overview on Girl Marriages in the
Islamic Republic of Iran;
3. Seeking Rights to Cultural Identity ; The Deathly Struggle of Ahwazi Arab Activists;
4. Putting a Face to the Crime; Islamic Republic Figures Responsible for the Persecution of Bahá’ís in Iran;
5. Absence of Women in Iranian Universities; Submission to the UN, On the Occasion of Student Day in Iran;
6. Denying Identities, Maiming Bodies: Human Rights Violations against Individuals of Diverse Sexual Orientations
and Gender Identities in the Islamic Republic of Iran;
7.Crime without Punishment-Volume II (in Farsi).
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We have a resource bank of 630 contacts including policymakers at the UN, EU and various other governmental
levels. We regularly inform them about our initiatives and appeals for the implementation of the IRI’s international
commitments in the context of a wide range of violations, some of which are mentioned above. In each case we
identify the most appropriate selection and approach in order to achieve results in an efficient and effective manner.
3 To see our submissions and allegation letters, please visits the links below:
Weapons of Mass Discrimination: The Islamic Republic Policies and the Economic, Social and Cultural Rights
of citizens in Iran
Violations of Economic, Social and Cultural Rights in the Islamic Republic of Iran
The Violation of Transgenders’ right to the highest attainable standard of health in the Islamic Republic of
Iran
Early and Forced Marriages in the Islamic Republic of Iran
Submission to the UN Special Rapporteur on Violence against Women
Urgent Appeal to United Nations Special Rapporteurs: Ahwazi Arab Activists Tortured, Risk Execution in
Iran
2

On another front, JFI began investigating the possibility of using Universal Jurisdiction
and the similar mechanisms to put forward several cases against Islamic Republic
authorities in at least three countries. We established our network with a few
organisations with a long-standing record on human rights litigation such as REDRESS
and the Center for Justice and Accountability, in order to seek their expertise.
This year, JFI continued expanding its collaboration and joint actions4 with not only
Iranian human rights organisations but also international human rights organisations
such as Amnesty International and Human Rights Watch5, REDRESS as well as
transnational women’s networks such as the Association for Women’s Rights in
Development (“AWID”), Women's Intercultural Network (WIN) and Women Living
Under Muslim Laws (“WLUML”). In some cases, such as girl marriage, JFI became a
resource organisations for some reputable organisations such as Plan International,
Human Rights Watch and Girls are Not Bride, in order to expand the knowledge base on
the issue.
In 2013, JFI started using innovative media to engage new individuals, especially youth,
who typically do not pay attention to press releases and reports6. Consequently, JFI was
able to reach a new level in terms of outreach and media coverage.7
It is noteworthy to report that the IRI was impacted by JFI’s strong and effective
advocacy. The IRI repeatedly launched a number of attacks on JFI, both in terms of
media propaganda and attempts to the JFI website and Facebook pages. Despite such
attacks and hacks, JFI’s website attracted more than two million hits by at least 86,000
unique visitors in 2013 alone.8

For examples of the joint actions, please see:
http://justiceforiran.org/call-for-action/english-brunei-darussalam-fundamental-rights-and-freedoms-violatedunder-the-new-sharia-penal-code/?lang=en
http://justiceforiran.org/call-for-action/english-joint-letter-from-25-ngos-to-the-unga-regarding-resolution-onhuman-rights-in-iran/?lang=en
http://justiceforiran.org/call-for-action/english-human-rights-groups-welcome-decision-of-danish-government-tostop-funding-iri-anti-drug-enforcement/?lang=en
http://justiceforiran.org/call-for-action/english-an-urgent-call-to-action-end-stoning-now/?lang=en
http://justiceforiran.org/call-for-action/%D8%A7alt-execution-arabs-ahwaz/?lang=en
5 for example: In addition to its aforementioned efforts, on November 19, 2013, JFI joined forces with 24 other
leading Iranian NGOs to urge the UN General Assembly regarding its resolution on protection and promotion of
human rights in Iran.
6 For example, we use Prezi for profiling an Iranian notorious human rights violator:
http://prezi.com/vtn7mj9zkxaw/saeed-mortazavi-a-life-in-crime/ . We also use our Facebook page to live report our
Symposium in London as well as the session of UN Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights.
7 For further details, please see the Outreach section of this report.
8 For examples of Islamic Republic media attacks on JFI please see:
http://jahromshora.ir/News.aspx?status=Det&NID=139 &
http://shomalefarda.com/component/content/article/365-vijeh/27317-1391-12-23-14-37-30 &
http://soujenews.persianblog.ir/post/22 &
http://www.didehbancenter.com/fa/%DA%AF%D8%B1%D9%88%D9%87-%D9%87%D8%A7%DB%8C%D9%85%D8%B7%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%A7%D8%AA%DB%8C/%D8%AD%D9%82%D9%88%D9%8
2-%D8%A8%D8%B4%D8%B1/%D8%AF%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%AD%D9%82%D9%88%D9%82-%D8%A8%D8%B4%D8%B1/item/1147%D9%85%D9%88%D8%B3%D8%B3%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D8%AD%D8%A7%D9%85%DB%8C%D8%AD%D9%82%D9%88%D9%82%D9%82%D8%A7%DA%86%D8%A7%D9%82%DA%86%DB%8C%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%B3%D9%86%D8%AF.html & http://namehnews.ir/News/Item/68362/33/68362.html
4
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2. Impacts
Below are the most important areas of impact as a result of JFI’s work in 2013:
Impact on Individuals
 This year, in total, 261 human right defenders enjoyed our newly-established webbased hotline (Inside Iran: 119 women, 76 men/Outside Iran: 27 women, 19 men
(some of the activists had more than one counselling session or communication)
which include a wide range of activists such as women’s right defenders, ethnic
minorities, LGBT rights activists, human rights lawyers, journalists and political
activists. There are notable positive feedbacks from individuals consulted by us. For
instance, a daughter of a female journalist has written to us noting that our advice
regarding her mother’s situation made a difference. We received similar emails
from incarcerated activists after they were released from prison.

Houtan Kian is an Iranian human rights lawyer. He
became a well-known figure when he took on the case of
Sakineh Mohammadi Ashtiani, a woman sentenced to
stoning for alleged adultery. Shortly after he became
Ashtiani’s lawyer, he was arrested in his office in October 2010 whilst being
interviewed by German journalists. He was sentenced to six years in
prison.While serving his term, Houtan Kian was allegedly tortured. JFI took
the important step of publicising his case by nominating Javid Houtan Kian
for Lawyers for Lawyers Award 2013,. Shortly after, on 20 August 2013, he
was released from prison. In a thank you letter writtento JFI, he said: “I
appreciate your efforts for my release as well as your 100% accurate report
published about my situation.”


According to feedback received by JFI, most clients were highly satisfied with 6Rang
online consultation service, provided to Iranian lesbians and transgenders. They felt
more confident and secure after the free sessions. Some said they found answers to
life-long questions about their identity. Five cases either changed their mind about
sex reassignment after counselling or stopped the process of undergoing sex
change.

Impact on Civil Society
 JFI's reports on sexual torture has inspired grassroots activists to produce a
theatrical performance in Italy, a dance performance in Germany and a collection of
paintings;
 The Iran Tribunal team of legal experts used the report Crime without Punishment
in the final Judgment of People´s International Court of Iran Tribunal;
 Inspired by reports published by JFI, a TV documentary produced and broadcast on
the most popular Iranian satellite channel, Manoto TV called "the Dream of
Freedom" was viewed by millions of people in Iran
 In the final declaration of the Middle East Women's Conference, no discrimination
based on gender identity and sexual orientation was recognised. It was the first time
ever in such a diverse and well-attended conference that this very contested right
was recognised at the regional level.
 6Rang Facebook group, which is private, has become a place where the members
feel secure enough to share their stories and experiences, and ask the questions
they were previously unable to raise. According to many among them, this has been
an empowering experience.
 Even though the sentences of five Arab
cultural activists on whose behalf JFI
advocated have not yet been reduced or
commuted, authorities in Iran have halted
the execution process. In addition, the
approach of the general Iranian human
rights community towards the Arab minority
is marked with more trust, respect and
understanding. In addition to this JFI
managed to empower the Arab Ahwazi community through sharing campaigning
and advocacy strategies.
Impact on the Islamic Republic of Iran
 After years of silence, official organs of the Islamic Republic, including an
organisation representing the Supreme Leader in Iranian Universities, have refuted
claims of rape prior to execution. This is the first time that official state organs have
declared their position with regards to this matter. Prior to that, we have sent 50
printed copies of “Crime without Punishment” (The Sexual Torture of Women
Political Prisoners in IRI) to the IRI's most high ranking authorities by mail.
 The Islamic Republic of Iran was obliged by the UN Committee on Economic, Social
and Cultural Rights to end discrimination against sexual, ethnic and religious
minorities. Justice for Iran provided the Committee with an alternative report in
advance of the review and the Committee’s observations reflected our main areas
of concern in several recommendations.
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A numbers of officials who were put into the list of the EU human rights sanctions
because of their role in violation of international human rights and based on JFI’s
submitted reports and advocacies, tried to challenge the EU decision pursuing both
legal and political avenues. Although the three individuals were considered to be
delisted in November, this was not due to the evidence submitted by JFI which
clearly shows their continuation of human rights abuses.9

Impacts on EU and the other countries
JFI has been actively following this line of action with impressive results:
 In association with at least six other organizations urged the UN and
donor countries to cease funding to Iran for anti-drug trafficking purposes
until Iran renounces use of death penalty for drug-related offenses. One of
the outcomes of this join action was that government of Denmark ceased
all funding for the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC)
integrated program of technical cooperation on drugs and crime in the
Islamic Republic of Iran. Through the program, Denmark provided several
million dollars for UNODC’s counter-narcotics cooperation with the IRI
over the last decade. The initiative had been criticized for supporting antidrug trafficking programs in Iran which have resulted in the IRI’s
executions of hundreds of individuals every year on drug charges.
 EU has sanctioned 1110 individuals, including those who were identified
and introduced by JFI in its different reports and statements;
 US sanctioned IRIB, Press TV and Centre to Investigate Organised Crime
of the IRGC who were identified by JFI in its different reports and
statements.
 Press TV was taken off air by many satellite companies and in many
countries through the world
Impacts on UN
In terms of UN advocacy work, the most important achievements are as follows:
 All of the issues raised in our submission to the United Nations Committee
on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (CESCR), including the violation
of the rights of Ahwazi Arab activists, gender discriminatory access to
higher education in Iran, discrimination against homosexual and
transgender people and the violation of the rights of Afghan refugees
were addressed in the CESCR final conclusion.
 The subsequent JFI submission to the UN Special Rapporteur on Violence
against Women, resulting in the first ever inclusion of the criminal state
policy of raping virgins prior to their execution in Professor Manjoo’s
report to the UNGA in October 2013
Submission to the Council of the European Union on Retention of Restrictive measures Directed Against Ezzatollah
Zarghami, Mohammad Sarafraz, and Hamid Reza Emadi
10 These are: Ali Ashraf Rashidi Aghdam, Morteza Kiasati, Seyed Mohammad Bagher Mousavi, Seyed Reza Mousavi
Tabar, Mohammad Sarafraz, Assadollah Jafari, Hamid Reza Emadi, Abdolsamad Khoramabadi, Seyyed Bahram
Reshteh Ahmadi, Reza Jafari & Mohammad Sadeghi
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The UN Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in the Islamic
Republic of Iran, Dr. Ahmed Shaeed’s most recent report to the UN
General Assembly in October 2013 included reference to the Madaran-e
Khavaran activist group and the case of Afghans in Iran, based on appeals
and reports by JFI.
The UN Special Rapportuer has addressed the issue of different types of
discrimination against LGBT people in his March report. In addition to
that, in his live chat in Balavision, he acknowledged obligatory
reassignment surgeries to be a human rights violation which was
documented and submitted early this year to the UN by JFI, published on
a UN project web site.

10

3. Outreach





Justice for Iran’s web site has received a total number of 86,125 visitors in
the reporting period while our Facebook page has been visited by at least
210,981 people and our YouTube channel, 45,024;
JFI has received significant media coverage from the most popular Iranian
TV channels as well as online media, both international and Iranian;
We used interactive tools for advocacy such as Prezi to expand our
outreach, specially among the younger generation;

A Success Story
On 11 October 2013 Justice
for Iran (JFI) released a
statistical report entitled
Stolen
Lives,
Empty
Classroom; An Overview on
Girl Marriages in the Islamic
Republic of Iran. The report
was a pioneering effort to
mark
the
inaugural
International Day of the Girl
Child. It helped highlight the
plight of young girls who are
forced to marry in Iran.
The law in Iran allows girls to be married at 13 and boys at 15, but girls can be
married younger with a judge’s permission. By implication, Islamic Republic codes
and laws sanction the rape of children since underage girls can be forced into
marriage upon the approval of a judge. In fact, these judges are approving the rape of
girls by allowing these marriages because there is no genuine consent. That is why JFI
called Iranian government to hold accountable the judges who are directly
responsible for the approval of forced child marriage cases. According to the official
statistic, last year in Iran, at least 1,537 girls below the age of 10 and 29,827 girls
between the ages of 10 and 14 were registered for marriage.
While the report was aimed at raising awareness about statistics and research
carried out and published by JFI, the London-based NGO also decided to involve
Iranians in raising the call for just and legal standards of marriage for girl children by
providing personal and actual input and accounts in relation to facts and figures in
the report.
In order to achieve this goal, JFI created a dedicated Facebook event entitled No to
Girl Marriages aimed at ‘encouraging collaboration to stop girl marriages in Iran.’
This initiative invited all event participants to post a childhood photo along with a
narrative related to their own experiences and what might have occurred had they
been forced to marry and what must be done to stop the practice of forcing girl
children into serving as sexual slaves in the arms of older men.
The results were astonishing. Along with their childhood photos, more than 150
women openly shared intimate details of how child marriage had or could have

devastated their lives and their families. Another 50 commented or shared images in
support of this call for action, including 2 men who courageously spoke of the same
fate that threatened their own sister and wife. A staggering 56,512 joined the event
only in the first two days making this effort an unprecedented social media event of
its kind. In addition, 5,478 have announced their support for JFI’s call. Many others
shared echoed the same messages on their Facebook pages or linked to JFI’s “No to
Girl Child Marriages” page in order to spread its call. This level of participation
through social media, in particular Facebook, which membership is banned by the
Islamic Republic authorities, is a remarkable achievement. It is indicative of the level
of influence and penetration JFI enjoys among the masses in Iran and proves that the
manner in which JFI raised this call addressed a fundamental need among Iranians
whose calls for gender equality and fair treatment of girl children have gone
unheeded by the Islamic Republic authorities.
In addition to the success of this report on social media, its findings and detailed
accounts too horrific to imagine, also attracted mainstream Farsi and English media.
For instance, Thomson Reuters published an article about the report.
In addition, a number of popular Iranian television programs included coverage of
the report and its Facebook event and conducted interviews with JFI staff. They are
VoA and BBC Persian Programs Networks as well as Manoto TV. These remain the
top three leading TV networks enjoyed by millions of Iranians in all corners of Iran,
resulting in a great deal of influence and awareness raising among grassroots of all
backgrounds.
The issue of girl marriages was also emphasized in JFI report, Early and Forced
Marriages in the Islamic Republic of Iran to the Office of the High Commissioner for
Women’s Rights and Gender Section (WRGS) for the 26th session of the Human
Rights Council which impact will be reflected in the Council Resolution in May 2014.
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4. Challenges
The 2013, was yet another year full of challenges as the other human rights activist
throughout the worlds. The followings are some of the most important challenges we
faced this year:
 On the 25th Anniversary of the 1988 massacre of political prisoners, Iran’s
new president who promised significant improvements on the situation
of human rights, selected Mostafa Pourmohammadi as his Minister of
Justice. In September 1988, around 4000 prisoners were brought before a
three-member body known as the ‘Death Commission’ which included Mr.
Pour-Mohammadi, the current Minister of Justice and the former Minister
of the Interior under President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad. Prisoners were
asked a few questions and with no explanation were lead to the scene of
their death. This selection sent a strong signal to those who have
struggled with impunity and once again demonstrated the reach of the
culture of impunity in Iran and how long and challenging the struggle for
its elimination may be.
 Since the new President, Hassan Rouhani, came to power aiming to reescalate tensions between Iran and the West, the situation of human
rights has been largely ignored by the international community. In such a
situation, raising awareness about violation of rights in Iran, which has
continued despite hope at the international level is more difficult than
ever. Some of the most successful forms of advocacy such as identifying
and adding more perpetrators, to the human rights sanctions list seem no
longer achievable. This is due to the fact that the West is now focused on
the nuclear issue and keeps all other priorities on hold. However, there
has been some positive developments, such as the UNGA 2013 resolution,
condeming the deterioration of the human rights situation in Iran,
renewing Dr. Shaheed’s mandate by the UN Human Rights Council, and
the new European Parliament resolution expressing grave concerns with
regards to Iran’s human rights situation. All of these point to the fact that
our joint and collective actions are effective.
 Since the very beginning, we assumed our litigation program will not be
an easy process. In other words, it is more about failure than success due
to the number of obstacles we may face as we pursue this line of action.
One of the main obstacles is finding the records and details of
perpetrators who travel or maintain residency abroad. The other is the
lack of access to personal details of the perpetrators, an essential
component in investigation of these cases in some countries. For crimes
committed in the past, the Status of Limitation caused a significant
obstacle amongst other legal barriers. Therefore, while we have
investigated six cases, we were forced to set aside three despite a great
deal of research consuming much time and resources. For the remaining



three cases, while we start working with human right litigation lawyers in
three different countries, we are aware that this remains a long process
during which we may face other obstacles.
The developments in Spain yielded results contrary to our aims and
interest following the case pursued by Tibetan activists. JFI was heavily
engaged in a process of searching for Iranian survivors of gross human
rights violations based in Spain, when Spanish authorities changed its
laws on Universal Jurisdiction.
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5. Conclusion and Lessons Learnt
Because the Iranian political context following the June 2013 Presidential election
haschanged, most analysts believe there will be a relatively open space for civil society
in Iran during the Rouhani administration., Comparing this to the situation following the
2009 presidential elections, it appears that some NGOs and social movement groups
may be able to claim some public space. Furthermore, for the JFI team, one goal
remains clear: we do not want to focus on efforts that activists inside Iran are able to
accomplish. Therefore, after a series of meetings and consultations we have reached the
following conclusions:
 Increased focus on UN engagement and litigation (using the principle of
Universal Jurisdiction). This conclusion, however, requires further
investigation prior to developing a concrete plan of action.
 Increased focus on issues that fall outside the new political culture in Iran
due to security reasons e.g. LGBT rights, sexual torture, sexual and
reproductive rights etc.
 Consider establishing partnerships with like-minded groups and activists
inside Iran in
order to implement joint projects. Any joint project will take into
consideration the fact that tasks will be exclusively divided between
activists in Iran and JFI. While all efforts will be focussed on building and
raising capacity among activists and civil society in Iran, those tasks that
for security reasons are not possible to accomplish in Iran, will be carried
out by JFI.

