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About us
Established in July 2010, Justice for Iran (JFI) is a non-governmental, not-for-profit human
rights organization.
The mission of JFI is to address and eradicate the practice of impunity that empowers officials
of the Islamic Republic of Iran to perpetrate widespread human right violations against their
citizens, and to hold them accountable for their actions.
JFI unravels the truth and seeks justice for ethnic and religious minorities, LGBTs, women, and
those who are persecuted because of their political beliefs.
To achieve its mission, JFI researches, documents, validates, and litigates individual cases. It
further raises public awareness and participates in human rights advocacy through the UN
and the EU.
Advisory Board
• Professor Yakın Ertürk, Middle East Technical University, Ankara
• Professor Payam Akhavan, McGill University
• Marietje Schaake, EU Parliament Member
Board of Directors
• Hamid Sabi, Lawyer and Head of the prosecution team in Iran Tribunal
• Ahad Ghanbari, Charity Business and Legal Advisor
• Shadi Amin, Researcher, LGBTIQ Activist, Co-Founder of JFI
Co-Founder and Executive Director
• Shadi Sadr, Human Rights Lawyer
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Highlights of the Year
Justice for Iran joins the world movement of FIDH
The International Board of International Federation for Human Rights (FIDH) accepted Justice
for Iran as a member organisation. JFI’s membership application was approved in in the 39th
FIDH Congress, which took place in Johannesburg between 23-27 August 2016.
FIDH is an international human rights NGO, federating 178 organisations from 120 countries.
Since 1922, FIDH has been defending all civil, political, economic, social, and cultural rights as
set out in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights.

The underground map of mass graves in Iran is unearthed
Justice for Iran launches its underground map of mass graves in an event co-organised by
London Metropolitan University. The map indicates 65 potential locations of mass graves

throughout Iran, 11 of which have been confirmed by eyewitness testimonies and other
evidence. The underground map of mass graves in Iran is a working project.
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UN body opens the historical cases
The UN Working Group on Enforced or Involuntary Disappearances acknowledged a few cases
of secret political executions which occurred more than three decades ago following requests
submitted by Justice for Iran on behalf of the relatives of victims of enforced disappearances
and also transmitted them to the government. This investigation into the 1980s mass
atrocities created an atmosphere of hope among the families. It is also noteworthy to
mention that since enforced disappearance is considered as a continued crime in
international law, framing the secret executions of the 1908s as ‘enforced disappearances’,
as a strategy adopted by Justice for Iran, has transformed the past crimes into the current
violations.
UN Experts: Iran must halt the campaign against Iranian woman seeking missing relatives
A group of five UN human rights
mechanisms issued a press release
on the concerning situation of
Iranian human rights defender,
Raheleh
Rahemipour.
United
Nations human rights experts, the
Working Group on enforced or
involuntary disappearances, the
Special
Rapporteur
on
the
promotion and protection of the
right to freedom of opinion and
expression, the Special Rapporteur
on the situation of human rights defenders, Special Rapporteur on the rights to freedom of
peaceful assembly and association and the UN Special Rapporteur on the situation of human
rights in the Islamic Republic of Iran together stated “the Islamic Republic must end the
harassment of a woman trying to learn the fate of her brother and his newborn daughter,
who disappeared from prison more than 30 years ago”.
Justice for Iran previously submitted the cases of Raheleh’s relatives to the Working Group.
Instead of providing the UN mechanism with an answer, the Iranian government charged
Raheleh with criminal offenses and she underwent a lengthy interrogation at the same jail
where her brother and the baby were last seen in 1984 - Evin prison in Tehran.

Zeinab Jalalian’s imprisonment is found illegal
In a powerful statement, the UN Working Group on Arbitrary Detention (WGAD) condemned
the detention of Zeinab Jalalian, describing it as arbitrary and against international law. The
Group ordered Iran to immediately release and provide compensation to Kurdish women’s
human rights defender Zeinab Jalalian who is believed to be the only female political prisoner
currently sentenced to life imprisonment in Iran.
Justice for Iran and Redress submitted a detailed complaint about Zeinab’s case to the
Working Group requesting their opinion on the issue. The Working Group’s opinion prompted
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Amnesty International to re-examine the case and echoed calling for her release. Later in the
year, Zeinab’s case featured as one of the prisoners of the year in Amnesty’s Write for Rights
campaign which gathered more than 3,300,000 signatures worldwide.

No Hiding Place campaign forms
To overcome the challenge of the lack of political will in investigating suspects of crimes
against humanity in the UK and Europe including Iranian perpetrators, JFI, Geoffrey Nice
Foundation and Iran Tribunal established the No Hiding Place campaign.

JFI is introduced as the most influential NGO of the year
BBC Persian's special TV programme for the new Iranian Year, which held a review on the past
year, introduced JFI as the most influential Iranian NGO. The BBC analyst who made this
statement pointed to JFI’s success in intervening in the case of Iranian State TV officials
against the European Council (EC) and its contribution to the groundbreaking ruling of the
European Court of Justice (ECJ), issued in favour of the victims of torture and forced televised
confessions as one of the reason for such selection. The other two reasons mentioned by the
BBC analyst were the submission of a complaint to the UN regarding the case of a
disappeared baby in Evin prison and the publication of the research report, The Unfinished
Tale, about Khavaran, the largest mass grave of political prisoners in Iran, and the plight of
their families.
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Impacts
Unprecedented ruling lightens jail term for Bahá’ís
Twenty-four Iranian Bahá’ís who had been sentenced to heavy sentences ranging from 6 to
11 years for charges including threatening national security to links to espionage, were
acquitted from the charge that linked them to enemy countries by the appeals court in
Golestan Province.
The unprecedented ruling comes after Justice for Iran initiated a joint NGO letter to the EU
and UN officials and ran a media campaign, repeatedly expressing concern over the unfair
nature of the charge, the treatment of these individuals by the judiciary and alleged abuse by
prison authorities.

The first ever complaint on the 1988 Massacre submitted to Iran’s judiciary
On Saturday 15th September 2016, Maryam Akbari Monfared, an Iranian political prisoner
serving a 15-year sentence in Evin prison, filed an official complaint requesting an
investigation into the executions of her sister and brothers who were killed in the 1988
massacre of political prisoners.
This is the first time a family member of the victims of the 80s has publicly lodged an official
complaint against the Iranian judiciary.
She also demanded full disclosure of details of the events, including the identities of the
perpetrators and the exact location of the burials, information which has always been kept
from the families of the victims.
Justice for Iran previously issued a call for action, demanding truth and justice for the victims
of enforced disappearances in the 1980s.

Iranian authority acknowledges the existence of the largest site of mass grave
After the first ever formal complaint on the 1988 massacre of political prisoners was
submitted, the Deputy Prosecutor verbally revealed to the family of the complainant, Akbari
Monfared, that the deceased members are likely to be buried in Khavaran, a piece of deserted
land South East of Tehran which is believed to be home to the largest mass grave in Iran.
This was the first time that an Iranian official admitted the very existence of Khavaran as a
mass grave where hundreds of political prisoners who were secretly executed in 1988 had
been buried.
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Justice for Iran previously published evidence on Khavaran mass graves in a research report
which also includes accounts of the families of victims who had been denied access to the
mass grave sites as well as their struggle to gain official acknowledgment about Khavaran as
a place where their loved ones were secretly buried.
Iran admits using virginity test on political prisoners
In October 2015, Atena Faraghdani, an imprisoned
cartoonist and civil rights activists, managed to smuggle
a letter in which she describes the details on how she had
forcefully undergone virginity and pregnancy tests. This
letter in which she had requested publicity of the matter
was received by JFI. On October 9, 2015, JFI first
reported the virginity test undergone by Atena
Faraghdani and communicated the issue to Amnesty
International and the Office of High Commissionaire of
the UN Human Rights Council. Despite months of
controversy, in March 2016, according to the UN report,
the Iranian authorities finally admitted that the “prison
authorities carried out tests to respond to allegations of
sexual assault against her on some websites”. The UN report also mentioned JFI’s finding that
while in prison, Atena Faraghdani was subject to torture, sexual harassment and degrading
detention conditions. This was a ground-breaking achievement since the Islamic Republic of
Iran has rarely admitted a violation of a right to a UN authority.
Atena was eventually released from Evin prison on May 3, 2016. She had been sentenced to
12 years and 9 months imprisonment but her sentence was reduced by an appeals court to
18 months and she was freed even before completing her agreed sentence.
UN recommends Iran not to impose hijab on girl children
The UN has criticised Iran for forcing girls to wear the hijab (Islamic veil) at the very young age
of 7 irrespective of their religious affiliations. Following a review of the situation in Iran, the
UN Committee on the Rights of the Child (CRC) urged the country to “review its hijab laws
and regulations and ensure that the right of girls to wear or not to wear hijab is fully
respected”.
The UN watchdog for children’s rights also condemned Iran for fixing the age of puberty for
girls at 9 and for boys at 15 lunar years and asked the State to increase the minimum age of
marriage for both girls and boys to 18 years. The CRC also stated that an increasing number
of “girls at the age of 10 years or younger” are “subjected to child and forced marriages to
much older men” and urged the Iranian government to “increase the legal age of marriage to
18 years and criminalize marital rape”.
JFI previously submitted an alternative report to the CRC which focused solely on child
marriage and the compulsory Islamic veil (hijab) for girls. We also
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joined ten other NGOs including Amnesty International and Front Line Defenders in
submitting, A Synthesis Report of NGO Submissions to the UN Committee on the Rights of the
Child and its following UN advocacy to the CRC. The coalition's advocacy had significant
impact on the Committee's List of Issues as well as the Concluding Observation.

10
2016 Impact Report

Justice for Iran

A Glance at Our Activities

Fact-finding
The underground map of mass graves in Iran: JFI started a research project on enforced
disappearances and mass graves which aims to identify the sites of mass graves of the 1988
massacre, document the background of each including how they were discovered, victims
which were buried there and the current condition of the graves, through gathering witness
testimonies and photographic and video evidence.
In the beginning, we thought that in addition to Khavaran, a mass grave in Tehran which is
both nationally and internationally recognised, we would come across only a few other mass
graves. However, our primary research shows that families of victims and political opposition
organisations believe that mass graves exist in at least 65 places in 37 cities and 20 provinces.
In fact, an underground map reveals that the graves spread throughout the entire landscape
of Iran.
Most of the mass graves which have been identified and confirmed by us are located on the
outskirt of the cemeteries or on pieces of land close to cemeteries. However, we found some
mass graves in the inner-city areas and deserted lands between two cities. Most of them are
unknown to the public, even to the locals. The families are barred from publicising them, even
through small acts such as marking the graves, mourning, holding memorial ceremonies, etc.
Moreover, the grave sites have been subjected to destruction and demolition.
The databank of human rights violators: JFI continued to systematically collect evidence about
perpetrators of human rights violations in 2016. We added a few officials to the databank as
following documentation of different incidents of violation. JFI also gathered information
about 250 individuals who have been involved in the persecution of Bahá’ís, a project we
regard as an accomplishment. The Interactive Database Exposing Perpetrators of Human
Rights Violations against Bahá’ís in Iran is planned to launch next year.
Silk Road scoping study: in 2016, business and human rights became a new area of focus
which led to the establishment of the Silk Road project. The Silk Road project aims to promote
accountability and protect human rights in Iran since its return to the world market after the
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2015 Nuclear Deal. It increases awareness among those who can be advocates of human
rights and accountability in business and corporate spheres, particularly lawyers and civil
society activists. It also intends to hold accountable corporations which are involved or
complicit in human right violations, using legal and other available mechanisms. In the first
phase of this project, we conducted a scoping study which mapped corporate activities in Iran
and Iranian partners for foreign investments and included some recommendations for further
advocacy and litigation processes.

Supporting civil society activists
In 2016, Datgiri, the JFI online hotline for activists at risk inside Iran and their relatives,
provided 489 services to activists coming from very diverse backgrounds including human
rights, women and children rights, interests in justice, political, cultural/civil and social media
activism, journalism and the LGBT community. Our services included legal advice for making
a formal complaint, preparing complaints and the required documentation, instructing
defence lawyers of political prisoners, resolving financial issues, making recommendations to
defence lawyers of political prisoners, submitting cases to the UN mechanisms, providing
information and documents for the UN High Commissioner, drafting legal statements and
letters to official authorities and referring the activists to local lawyers.
We also provided other services to civil society activists including therapy sessions,
connecting to the international human rights organisations, presenting and writing reference
letters for academic or training courses, consultation for the development of civil society
activities, facilitation of media coverage for activists in prison, writing reference letter for
political refugees, contributing information about political prisoners to UN working groups,
writing and editing applications for nominated human rights activists for international prizes
and consultation for activists and their family about interrogation and security issues.

JFI services to activists

Legal services
39%
Other services
61%

12
2016 Impact Report

Justice for Iran

Litigation and semi-judicial action
JFI added another line of activity to its litigation strategy which was providing legal support to
those who were willing to initiate a human rights complaint using available domestic
mechanisms.
Although public interest and strategic litigation is well known in other countries as a tool for
advocacy and changing laws and practices, it is not exercised by Iranian civil society as such.
This project uses litigation for the first time as a solution for gaining rights and improving the
situation of the most marginalized groups.
In 2016, JFI provided legal supports for the submission of four cases in the local courts in Iran
including a complaint made by the resident of a remote village of the Baluchi ethnic group
after villagers homes were bulldozed by the government forces.
With regards for international litigation, and as an initiative to overcome the challenge we
had faced over the past few years about the lack of political will among UK and EU authorities
to investigate suspects of crimes against humanity, including Iranian perpetrators, JFI
together with Geoffrey Nice Foundation and Iran Tribunal formed No Hiding Place campaign
which was later on, joined by Maryam Al-khawajeh, Bahraini award winner, human rights
activist and co-director of Gulf Center for Human Rights.
In response to a request for freedom of information, in July 2013 the Home Office confirmed
that more than 700 people suspected of war crimes and crimes against humanity reside in
the UK. Further efforts to obtain more information on these suspects or an up-to-date figure
have not been successful.
The figure of 700 is considered a low estimate of the known suspects. There must be
substantially more perpetrators who reside in the UK and other European countries without
raising any suspicion.
Alarmingly, no effort has been made on behalf of the UK Government (or any other European
government) to effectively and systematically prosecute these suspects.
While each European state is required to set up a “war crime client” within its police force,
this public instruction has not been more than a showpiece and no serious effort has been
made or “political capital” invested in the actual investigation and prosecution of the
offenders.
No Hiding Place is dedicated to increase public awareness of the existence and position of
perpetrators of war crimes and crimes against humanity with a primary focus on the UK
followed by other European countries and Turkey.
No Hiding Place will campaign through lobbying, political parties, and the media to question
the UK Government for its inaction and effectively force the government to take steps to
redress the situation. It also utilises judicial and non-judicial proceedings, when available, to
hold the perpetrators who co-exist with the victims in the UK and Europe accountable. In
doing so, No Hiding Place provides a database of suspects of war crimes and crimes against
humanity in close collaboration with the community- based organisations and other NGOs.
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Media campaign
In 2016, JFI continued its communication with the media to attract as much coverage as
possible on human rights issues and in particular, JFI areas of concerns. JFI reached millions
of viewers through different news and featured programs broadcast by mainstream TV
satellite channels such as Manoto TV, BBC Persian, Euronews and VOA. Radio channels such
as Radio Farda and Radio Zamaneh as well as news websites also regularly published JFI press
releases and activities.
UN & EU Advocacy
EU advocacy on the situation of human rights in Iran continued despite declining interest
amongst European influentials to address the issue after signing the Nuclear Deal and reestablishing an economic relationship with Iran.
The Executive Director of JFI met with policy makers and EU officials in Brussels to share
concerns on the shift of EU policy towards the situation of human rights in Iran in the context
of the post-Nuclear Deal. She presented the declining number of EU responses to the breach
of international human rights in Iran after the Deal, stressing that the internal situation is the
same or even worse in some cases.

In 2016, Justice for Iran focused its UN advocacy on establishing a relationship with human
rights mechanisms such as the Working Group on Enforced or Involuntary Disappearances
(WGEID), the UN Working Group on the issue of human rights and transnational corporations
and other business enterprises which had rarely been used by Iranian NGOs before. We
submitted five cases to the WGEID and participated in one of their private meetings where
JFI and the relative of a disappeared person was invited to provide more information not only
about this particular case but also more generally on the 1980s mass atrocities and the
current situation of the families of the victims. A member of the Working Group was also the
keynote speaker at our event in London Metropolitan University.
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Joint Actions
JFI initiated one joint action and collaborated with nine other NGOs to campaign for 32 Bahá’í
citizens who had been sentenced to heavy imprisonment following physical and psychological
torture.
JFI also joined 33 human rights organisations in two collective actions regarding the situation
of a political prisoner and the persecution of Christians in Iran.
JFI also co-organised the
event Forced into Unbeing:
Enforced Disappearances and
mass graves in Turkey and
Iran
with
London
Metropolitan University and
Hafzia Merkezi, a Turkish
human rights organisation
based in Istanbul. The event
was very well received and
the attendees expressed
positive feedback about the
quality of the presentations. It also featured in BBC Persian, Euronews and several other
media outlets.
The results of our joint research project with Iranian Lesbian and Transgender Network
(6Rang) on the medicalisation of sexual orientation and gender identity in Iran were also
presented in 9 events in 2016: Malmo (14 February), Istanbul ( 23 February),Vienna (26 & 27
February), Hanover (18 August), Bochum (16 April), Berlin (11 &19 November) and Kiel (26
November). At least 1010 attended these events.
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Outreach
449 people in Iran benefited from JFI activities while the total reach of the organisation
through its website, Facebook pages and other social media platforms was 3,242,832. This
does not include the indirect reach through all media coverage, which we are unable to
estimate.

Direct beneficiaries inside Iran

Woman

Man

Transgender

Unknown

At least 1010 people also attended the events where the results of our fact-finding projects
presented.
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Challenges
The controversy over the 'Islamic' Chair
A picture posted on the personal Instagram account of Shadi Sadr, the Executive Director of
Justice for Iran, sparked controversy as it shows her sitting on a chair with Islamic motifs while
holding a glass of wine.
The chair in the picture is covered with a material used in Iran for events marking the Ashura,
the martyrdom of Imam Hossein, the grandson of the Prophet Muhammad. It is a work by
Iranian artist Parastou Forouhar, whose parents were among intellectuals and political
activists killed in the late 1990s by Ministry of Intelligence agents.
Hardline conservative Iranian media, including state-controlled television and Fars News
Agency, which is affiliated with the Islamic Revolutionary Guards Corps (IRGC), accused Sadr
of insulting Islamic sanctities and disrespecting Islamic values. A semi-government website
branded her an apostate. Although she dismissed allegations that the picture was an insult to
Islamic sanctity, it generated more than 34,000 death and rape threats on her Instagram
account.
Although a few prominent human rights activists and academic figures such as Karima
Bennoune, UN Special Rapporteur in the field of cultural rights, sent messages of solidarity,
reiterating Sadr’s right to freedom of expression and condemned the government campaign
of harassment and intimidation to her and her family, the unforeseen controversy drained
the time and energy of JFI’s key staff.

Security situation still intact
As a part of our mandate, we always assist and encourage survivors of human rights abuses
and their relatives to explore both domestic and international avenues to hold the
perpetrators accountable. However, in their pursuit of justice through local and international
mechanisms, they face perpetual threats and reprisals. Even those who make complaints to
the Iranian Judiciary in accordance with Iranian laws are not exempt from intimidation,
prosecution and even punishment. The potential risks and consequences of engaging with
international human rights mechanisms therefore, even indirectly and through JFI, can be
enormous and often intolerable. The restrictive environment which has remained intact
requires new strategies to protect human rights defenders who seek truth and justice for their
family members and others as a prerequisite of breaking the cycle of impunity.
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The lack of political will in investigating international crimes
The experiences of Justice for Iran and its partners in the UK, Germany and Switzerland over
the past few years clearly indicate that the suspects of international crime often walk away
from justice in these countries. The decision of the War Crime Unit of London Metropolitan
Police is just one example amongst many on how failing to fulfil the commitment to
investigate international crime is justified by the lack of appropriate law, the lack of adequate
resources, etc.
In 2014, JFI started gathering evidence on a suspect who has permanent UK residency. He
also has a long record of human rights violations undoubtedly in Iran and most likely in Iraq,
which can be traced back to 1980s. JFI first worked on the case jointly with Redress and
subsequently with Iran Tribunal, finally presenting the evidence to the War Crime Unit in
2015. After some letters were exchanged and a meeting was held where the officers in charge
appeared quite interested, we received an email which read “Following a full scoping exercise
by SO15 War Crimes Team, it would appear that there is no UK legislation available to cover
the alleged crimes perpetrated by the suspect X in Iran during the times specified. It would
further appear that X is not currently resident in the UK. In view of both these factors, it will
not be possible to progress an investigation into the atrocities described in your referral. I
appreciate that this decision will be of great frustration to you and assure you that this feeling
is shared by the team.”
In fact, the Unit did not pay attention to the leads we had provided about the suspect’s
involvement in war crimes in Iraq and his questionable immigration history, which are both
impossible for NGOs to independently investigate due to the nature of the issues.

18
2016 Impact Report

Justice for Iran

Our Supporters

…and many individuals who supported us by their donations because they believed in our
cause.

