‘In a letter to his students, Farzad Kamangar, school teacher and political activist who was
executed on May 9, 2010 in Evin Prison, wrote, “You must remember never to turn your
back on poetry, songs and your dreams”.
Justice for Iran is not just a collective dream but a historic dream of ours; we must never
turn our back on our dreams!’
Shadi Sadr, Co-founder of Justice for Iran, in the opening ceremony of London office, 5 March 2011

‘I remember that a psychiatrist who participated in our training workshop where she
defined and taught methods of going about the work on sexual torture, said to us, “By the
end of this project, you, the researchers, will all transform into different humans. Today,
at the end of this project, I profoundly understand the truth of her statement.’
Shadi amin, Co-founder of Justice for Iran, University of Toronto, 10 December 2011
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About Justice for Iran (JFI)
Justice for Iran (JFI) is a not-for-profit, non-governmental organization established in 2010. JFI
documents human rights violations, collects information, and researches perpetrators of severe and
widespread human rights violations in Iran, as well as the use of judicial, political, and international
mechanisms in place, to execute justice, remove impunity and bring about accountability of actors
and agents of human rights violations inside of the Islamic Republic of Iran.

Our Background
The goal of JFI is to protect and promote human rights through combating impunity. Co-Founders and
Directors of JFI, Shadi Sadr and Shadi Amin, began addressing the impunity enjoyed by representatives
of the Iranian regime who systematically sexually abused women to inflict torture and extract
confessions. In February 2010, they organised a round table discussion in The Hague with leading
women and human rights defenders from Iran as well as international experts on transitional justice
and accountability mechanisms. In July 2010, they established Justice for Iran to continue their work
on impunity and sexual abuse of women.

Co-Founders and Directors
•

Shadi Sadr, human rights lawyer

•

Shadi Amin, researcher, LGBT and women’ rights activist

Advisory Board
•
•
•

Professor Yakın Ertürk, Middle East Technical University, Ankara
Professor Payam Akhavan, McGill Univeristy
Marietje Schaake, The EU Parliament’s Member
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Highlights of the year
* JFI opens its office in London after an opening ceremony
attended by more than 50 activists, journalists, academics, and
officials.
*JFI documents sexual torture and gender-based violence
against female political prisoners occurring over the past 30
years, for the first time.
*Government and semi-government newspapers and websites
spread immense propaganda against the work of JFI on sexual
torture, naming and shaming the perpetrators and its effect on
the EU policy towards Iran’s human rights.
Picture of propaganda against JFI on ‘Iran’ government newspaper website,
entitled “Identifying the Methods of Sexual Assault, the New Business for Feminist Lady in Europe”

Impacts
EU adopts the Mechanism of Human Rights Sanctions
In 2011, the European Union adopted a regulation which imposed restrictive measures against
Iranian officials who had been involved in serious human rights violations and sanctioned a total
number of 29 perpetrators. JFI had previously urged the EU authorities to execute sanctions against
Iran because of its human rights record, such as banning the entry of human rights violators into the
Union’s member states as well as blocking their financial assets, as was done in the case of Burma1.
Moreover, JFI representative visited Brussels twice and urged the EU officials to take more serious
and effective steps to tackle grave violations of human rights in Iran.

Sexist judge won the International Bludgeon Award
Women’s Link Worldwide gave the 2011 International Bludgeon
Award for the worst Judge of the year in terms of gender equality
to Iran’s General Prosecutor, Mohseni Eje’i. In October 2010, Eje’i
urged the Iranian Supreme Court to issue the decision that if a
woman disobeys her husband’s orders and leaves his house, she
will no longer be entitled to the divorce rights granted to her at
the time of the marriage, even if her husband takes a second wife.
The blatantly unjust nature of this decision and its negative effect
on the lives of all Iranian women who are or intend to get married
caused JFI to nominate Mohseni Eje’i and the other judges in this
case for the award of worst Judge of the year and gathered
hundreds of signatures in support of such nomination.

1

Letter to Ms. Ashton: Iranian people await to see that you have not forgotten them, available at:
http://justice4iran.org/issues/human-rights-sanctions-issues/letter-to-ashton-iran/
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A taboo is broken
The publication of the research report, Crime without Punishment, the first in a trilogy on sexual
torture against women political prisoners in Iran, not only increased public awareness but also inspired
a public debate on a subject which had never been discussed before in such a holistic manner and on
such a large scale.
However, the greatest impact of the report was on the female political prisoners, both those
interviewed and those who were not. Many of those interviewed were speaking for the first time
about their painful experiences and regarded the publication as a way to encourage other women to
break their silence and taboos.
A great number of the former political prisoner have referred to the report as a valuable historical
document. It includes a part of history that was either never told or wrongly told due to the silence
imposed by cultural taboos as well as the government censorship machine. For this very reason, the
younger generation of readers are also affected deeply by the report.

Some Feedback

“Retelling the story was very difficult for me but I think that with its
publication, if another woman is raped in prison the way that I was,
she won’t think that she is the only one who was subject to such
treatment.”
Azar Al-e Kanaan, victim of sexual violence
“I read the report and am very happy that finally a reputable well
researched work was prepared about this issue keeping in mind the
principles of research. It is a lasting work! I am impatiently awaiting the
next volume.”
Soraya, a female prisoner of the 1980s
“I confess that prior to reading your report, I was never able to look at
former political prisoners as other human beings.”
Leila, 23 years old
‘this report is really eye opening. I’m glad you did this important research’.
Homa Hoodfar, a Sociology and Anthropology Professor, University of Concordia
The cover photo of Crime without Punishment
Volume 1, 1980s
“I have had a quick read of this powerful, horrifying report. It is truly a shame and stain on our history. It is so
important to educate people about these facts and I assume your report will also be released in Farsi?
Congratulations on a very important and historic work. I am filled with grief and horror when I look at the photos
of those poor women. I cannot imagine how people can be so cruel and cowardly.”
Payam Akhavan, Professor at International Law in the University of McGill
“In the last couple of days I was reading your valuable and horrific work in parts during my days. At times I was
filled with spite. Other times my jaw was locked from anger. Indeed it is a valuable work and was, without a doubt,
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difficult to compile over time. During the last years, sometimes the collective atrocities weigh so heavily on me
that they make belief in beauty and achieving hope impossible. I wrote all this to say, for my part, I thank you!”
Parastoo Forouhar, noted Iranian artists and the daughter of Parvaneh and Dariush Forouhar, National Front
Activists who were killed during the Political (Chain) Murders in the 1990’s
“No doubt the veracity of some of the information in the report are debatable. However, in a general and basic
view, it appears that the evidence of existence of rape in prisons in the 1980’s is significant. At least it is enough
that the data is deserving of further investigation and follow up by the government and their organisations in the
interest of finding the truth and punishing the criminals. However, sadly since intentions and political crisis is the
number one motivator in Iran, the possibility of investigating the matter, justly, by the government is near zero. I
hope that a day comes when a fact finding committee can be formed, as it happened for South Africa by which
they put behind their bloody past, as so Iranians can honestly face the bitter truth without denying to attempting
to justify them. Most important of all is for legal mechanisms to form so that the occurrence of any form of torture
can be prevented in the future.”
An anonymous reader

A Glance at Our Activities

Fact finding
Crime without Punishment: In a three-year project (2010-2013), JFI documented instances of sexual
violence and rape endured by female political prisoners since the establishment of the Islamic
Republic of Iran. Following literature studies in 2010 which included reviewing existing information
such as memoirs of former prisoners that were published either as books, articles in print or on various
websites, in 2011 JFI collected witness testimonies.
Aware of the sensitive nature of our research and the consequences of recounting the difficult
experiences of torture and imprisonment for the interviewees but also for interviewers, we organised
a training program for our team lead by an experienced Psychologist who had worked with victims of
torture.
The program covered the international standards of documentation of violence against women as well
as rules and regulations according to international human rights law about rape and sexual abuse in
prison.
In the course of fact-finding, 95 individuals were interviewed, 77 of whom were former political
prisoners, 13 of whom were the relatives of the victims and 5 of whom were informed individuals.
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The first volume of this report, published in
December 2011, focuses on rapes that took place
inside Iranian prisons during the 1980’s, in
particular the rape of virgin girls prior to execution,
a method which systematically used in prisons
across the country. The two remaining volumes of
this series, which focus on the 1990’s and the
2000’s, will be published in 2012.

Three young volunteer researchers are engaged in a heated discussion with four former political
prisoners (1980’s), London, March 2011.
The Database of Human Rights Violators: In 2011, JFI launched the database for recording and

preserving information and identifying characteristics of human rights violators by using a
framework based on international law regulations. This database is being compiled not only to
establish legal cases, but to also increase the general public’s knowledge about human rights violators
in order to start the process of accountability.
All victims or informers are invited to submit their data to the database. Documents and testimonies
on instances of human rights violations by such individuals are also entered into the database.
So far, JFI’s research of violations in the 1980’s, interviews with victims of human rights abuses in the
three years following the 2009 election, information gathered from the weekly monitoring of the
human rights situation in Iran and identified characteristics of 207 human rights violators, have been
entered into JFI’s database. The legal profiles of 7 of them who were involved in sexual torture are
also published on JFI’s website2.
Publishing the profiles is of utmost importance in both increasing international knowledge about these
individuals and promoting the strategy of naming and shaming, in particular for the Iranians inside
Iran who might not be aware of the scope of the said individuals’ violations. Aside from the profiles
published, JFI has also prepared profiles on three individuals who might, for reasons of work or
business, travel to European countries. However, in hope of finding legal recourse to file a complaint
and detain them, JFI has not yet published these particular profiles.

Calls for actions
From the onset, JFI’s policy has been to establish two-way communication with the people, as we are
aware that we would not be successful in carrying out our mission if not for the information and raw
material provided to us by the public. For this reason, JFI has from the very beginning employed callsto-action. Calls to action appear to be an effective strategy to attract media attention, spark public
debates and ultimately, change the culture of impunity. In 2011, JFI published 7 calls-to-action
requesting the public for more information about violations or perpetrators.

2

1. Davoud Rahmani; 2. Mostafa Pour-Mohammadi; 3. Seyyed Bahram Reshteh Ahmadi; 4. Mohsen Rezaei;5. Ali Razini; 6.
Abutaleb Kusha;7. Hossein Moayed Abedi
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A women’s rights activist who herself was arrested and imprisoned in the post-2009 election unrest
writes, “What I understood is that what you ultimately seek is for legal complaint from human rights
violators to become commonplace. However, those who have been wronged all these years, because
they lack the culture in this regard, do not know that legal complaint and follow up can be effective
and, even if it resulted in nothing, which undoubtedly is the case, repeating it and recording it in
history will certainly be useful. So it is imperative that we work on making this culture stick”.

Publication of press releases & open letters
In 2011, JFI published numerous press releases and open letters on an international scale in order to
bring awareness to the human rights violations in Iran and draw attention to issues of accountability.
Some of these have received direct responses. For example, the Foreign Affairs minister of the
Netherlands responded to the letter of JFI regarding the need for follow up on the execution of Zahra
Bahrami by the Dutch government and that it should take a leading role in convincing the EU to follow
through with the sanctions.3
Similarly, the Interior Minister of the UK responded to the request of JFI to publish the names of the
individuals banned from entering the country due to their anti-human rights activity.
JFI was also the first human rights organization that expressed the dangers of passing the new Islamic
Penal Code, warning that it would further deteriorate the situation of human rights in Iran. After our
press release was published, in which we had asked the entire civil society and members of the
international society of human rights defenders to respond to the Code, two civil society
organizations, United4Iran and Asreh Sevom, started a letter writing campaign to stop the passing of
the code. Furthermore, an EU representative and various civil society activists contacted JFI to obtain
advise on how to better pursue the matter.

Participation in Events and Conferences
JFI presented the results of its findings in several conferences and events on specific dates in various
cities including Gothenburg (September 10), Delft (October 30), San Diego (October 30), Washington
(October 31), Toronto (December 10), London (13 September), Oxford (25 October), Los Angeles (4-6
November) . The events which were organised by universities or other NGOs, partly in collaboration
with JFI, attracted at least 440 attendees.

3

In response, we received a letter from the Director of the North Africa and Middle East Department of the Dutch Foreign
Affairs. He wrote: "Thank you for your letter of 2 February 2011 in which you express your sadness about the sudden execution
of Dutch-Iranian Sahra Baahrami and ask the Dutch government to take a leading position in the EU-discussion on imposing
sanctions on Iranian human rights violators. The minister has received your letter and has asked me to reply to you.
As you point out in your letter, and as we discussed on 9 December 2010, the Netherlands is a firm supporter of imposing
sanctions on Iranian officials responsible for human rights abuses. We have repeatedly asked High Representative Ashton and
our EU-partners to swiftly decide on and implement those sanctions and we will continue to do so. During the upcoming
Foreign Affairs Council taking place on 21 February, Minister Rosenthal will once again stress the urgency of imposing such
measures in the light of the ongoing human rights violations taking place in Iran.
We greatly appreciate your offer to assist us in this process, for example by supplying information and documentation on
human rights offenders. We will not hesitate to approach you again and we hope to stay in contact with you on this important
topic.”
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After the program in San Diego ended, a member of the audience who was herself imprisoned in
the 1980’s for being a member of the Bahá’í Faith, stood up and said that after hearing the
discussions she was ready to speak about her experience regarding the rape that took place.

EU Advocacy
In 2011, JFI carried out a few advocacy visits to Brussels and other European capitals and briefed the
policy makers on the situation of human rights in Iran. In the meetings, JFI representatives discussed
the importance of prioritizing human rights at a time when the discussions surrounding the Iranian
Nuclear program is ever so heated. In their lobbying efforts, much endeavour was made to convince
the relevant authorities in making effective decisions regarding the human rights related sanctions.

Outreach
Although it is impossible to ascertain the exact number of individuals who have received and
promoted reports and news of our other activities through media, websites and other social
networking sites, according to tangible data, in 2011 JFI reached and affected at least 27,964
beneficiaries as detailed below.

The nature of JFI relationship with the beneficiaries

Woman Man

1

Attendees in the opening ceremony

2

Trainees of the workshops

18

3

Interviewees for the CWP’s research

74

4

Attendees to public events

5

Website unique visitors

Unknown

Total

50

50

21

95
440
17045

17045
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6

YouTube channel visitors

7235

7235

7

Readers of the first CWP’s Report (downloads inside Iran)

1801

1801

8

Listeners to the voices of victims’ testimonies
(downloaded from inside Iran)

1235

1235

9

Political prisoners

10 Asylum seekers

8

1

9

3

2

5

11 Newsletter subscriber

489

Total

103

24

27,906

27,964

With the total number of 89 contents, JFI website reached a total of 17,045 unique visits.

The content of JFI web site
35
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Since JFI website was blocked from early on by the Iranian government, it is difficult to know the exact
number of viewers inside Iran. However, as the chart below shows, at least half of the viewers entered
the site with an unknown IP address which can indicate the number of individuals using proxy servers
in Iran to circumvent the filtering.

JFI news, calls to action and reports were massively covered by international newspapers
such as the Guardian and Persian media outlets including popular satellite channels such
as BBC Persian and VoA, radio channels such as radio Farda and radio Zamaneh as well as
several websites.

Challenges
Political Challenges
In the beginning months of 2011, special attention was paid to Iran through the appointment of
Ahmed Shaheed as the Special Rapporteur on Human Rights in Iran as well as the adoption and
expansion of policies banning the issuance of visas and confiscating assets of Iranian officials who were
instrumental in human rights violations. When it seemed that a shift in attention had finally taken
place from Iran’s nuclear energy case to the human rights situation, in November 2011 the
International Atomic Energy Association (IAEA) published a new report and through this, brought the
focus of the international media back on the Iranian nuclear issue. Expansion of economic sanctions
and the threat of war with Iran took the human rights agenda out of the priority list. Under these
circumstances, the Iranian government was given the opportunity, once again, to systematically
continue its violation of human rights in the absence of an outside observer. In the midst of discussions
evaluating the vices of war versus the virtues of sanctions, the Iranian Majlis seized the opportunity
to finalise and ratify the new Islamic Penal Code. This time, unlike previous times, civil society inside
Iran was so weakened that they did not respond to the passing of the Code. Moreover, responses from
activists outside the country were lost amidst uproar in the west surrounding Iran’s nuclear issues.
The media outlets, governments, and organisations who had, merely a year prior, expressed serious
concerns regarding the fate of Sakineh Mohammadi Ashtiani, an Iranian woman awaiting stoning,
displayed no reaction to the passage of the new law that could effectively bring about the same fate
for hundreds of other Iranian women.
Yet the lack of regard for the violation of rights of Iranian citizens on behalf of the international
community is not the only challenge. In fact, human rights organisations such as JFI are losing their
supporters as organisations and institutions fear focusing and insisting on human rights violations in
Iran lest they give those in favour of war an excuse to attack Iran. For example, a feminist group at
Vancouver University invited us to speak about the results of our findings in the process of research
for Crime without Punishment. We were preparing for our trip when a message arrived from the
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organisers of the speech asking us to “specifically” disclose what we intend to speak about. Their
concern was that, if we were to speak at the university about the existence of rape inside Iranian
prisons, a matter that was proven in our research, the feminist group would have had a hand in
“justifying” a war with Iran, particularly since one of the excuses for attacking Afghanistan was to free
the Afghan women from the grips of the Taliban.
In this manner, as the tension between Iran and the west increases over the nuclear issue, JFI and
other human rights organisations are either abandoned by their former supporters or are forced to
seek support from organisations who are looking to use the human rights situation in Iran as a tool for
justifying war with Iran.

Security Challenges
As the situation of human rights in Iran further deteriorates, activism has become ever more difficult
for human rights defenders and activists interested in collaborating with Justice for Iran. Immediately
after JFI published an online invitation for participation in our educational workshops for project
researchers, as well as an invitation to victims of sexual violence and their families to participate in
our research, security officials in Iran became increasingly more sensitive towards our work.
Fundamentalist media outlets widely disseminated the news that Shadi Sadr is creating a network
inside Iran to prepare propaganda about sexual violence in Iranian prisons to feed foreign countries.
Unfortunately, the story didn’t end there. Certain individuals who used to work with Shadi Sadr when
she was in Iran were summoned to the Ministry of Intelligence and interrogated about their work and
financial relationship vis-a-vis Justice for Iran.

Administrative and Financial Challenges
In 2011, JFI operated with 17 paid persons (14 women and 3 men) and 37 volunteers (28 women and
9 men). Aside from two central staff, the rest were either part-time or full-time employees. For this
reason and due to the sudden increase in work, managing and coordinating work was a challenge.
Additionally, the part-time employees were less efficient and had restricted availability.

Lessons learnt for the future
Our efforts to promote a dialogue about justice and accountability as alternatives to vengeance and
our belief in truth and justice as prerequisites for the realization of human rights and democracy, is
reflected in all our activities. In realizing our dream, however, there is a long road ahead. For the
future, it is important to focus more on building a culture of justice. Also, we need a clear victory to
further increase the hope for recourse amongst the victims of human rights violation.

Our supporters

