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The site said Khamenei's administrative adviser, Vahid Haghanian, commanded the
security forces which raided Karroubi's house in north Tehran and confiscated his
belongings.

"On the night of the kidnapping, Vahid, a top official in the supreme leader's office, was
present in Mr Karroubi's house and he personally commanded the whole operation of
evicting Mr Karroubi and his wife from their own house and taking them to an
unknown location," the website said.

"We believe that the supreme leader himself is responsible for this kidnapping and
Vahid was appointed by him to carry out the operation."

The website said Haghanian advises the supreme leader on internal affairs.

Since the disappearances, Iranian officials have given vague and often contradictory
statements about Karroubi, Mousavi and their wives.

A spokesman for Iran's judiciary, Gholam-Hossein Ejei, confirmed initially that
restrictions had been imposed on opposition leaders but later denied they had been
arrested. "Reports ... about the transfer of Karroubi and Mousavi to a prison are not
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Since you're here...

... we have a favour to ask. Millions are flocking to the Guardian for open,
independent, quality news every day. Readers in all 50 states and in 180 countries
around the world now support us financially.

With the inauguration of Joe Biden and Kamala Harris, American democracy has a
chance to reset. The new administration has a historic opportunity to address the
country’s deepest systemic challenges, and steer it toward a path of fairness, equality
and stability.

It won’t be easy. Donald Trump’s chaotic presidency has ended, but the forces that
propelled him - from a misinformation crisis to a surge in white nationalism to a
crackdown on voting rights - remain clear threats to American democracy. The need
for fact-based reporting that highlights injustice and offers solutions is as great as
ever. In the coming year, the Guardian will also continue to confront America’s many
systemic challenges - from the climate emergency to broken healthcare to rapacious
corporations.

We believe everyone deserves access to information that’s grounded in science and
truth, and analysis rooted in authority and integrity. That’s why we made a different
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