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Iran's supreme leader accused of abducting key
opponents

Saeed Kamali Dehghan
@SaeedKD

Sun 6 Mar 2011 13.27 EST

Iran's supreme leader, Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, was directly involved in the
disappearance of the two main leaders of the Green movement, an opposition website
has claimed.

Mehdi Karroubi and Mir Hossein Mousavi have not been seen in public since being put
under house arrest following renewed street protests in mid-February when thousands
of Iranians, inspired by the uprisings in the Arab region, took to the streets in defiance
of warnings from the regime. They are believed to have been arrested on 26 February.

Karroubi's official website, Sahamnews.net, said Khamenei had ordered what it
described as "the abduction of Karroubi and his wife, Fatemeh".
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The site said Khamenei's administrative adviser, Vahid Haghanian, commanded the
security forces which raided Karroubi's house in north Tehran and confiscated his
belongings.

"On the night of the kidnapping, Vahid, a top official in the supreme leader's office, was
present in Mr Karroubi's house and he personally commanded the whole operation of
evicting Mr Karroubi and his wife from their own house and taking them to an
unknown location," the website said.

"We believe that the supreme leader himself is responsible for this kidnapping and
Vahid was appointed by him to carry out the operation."

The website said Haghanian advises the supreme leader on internal affairs.

Since the disappearances, Iranian officials have given vague and often contradictory
statements about Karroubi, Mousavi and their wives.

A spokesman for Iran's judiciary, Gholam-Hossein Ejei, confirmed initially that
restrictions had been imposed on opposition leaders but later denied they had been
arrested. "Reports ... about the transfer of Karroubi and Mousavi to a prison are not
correct and are rejected," he said on Tuesday last week. Tehran prosecutor Abbas Jafari
Dolatabadi said talk of imprisonment was a "sheer lie" and added: "Mr Mousavi and
Karroubi, along with their wives, are in their homes."

Meanwhile, Mousavi's daughters wrote on opposition website Kaleme.org that they
cannot visit their parents. "We read the news that our parents are not under house
arrest and they are not prisoners ... which meant that we, their children, can see them
... But this was not the case. We went to our parents' home, and from the iron gate
installed at the entrance of the alley to their home we were stopped by the security,
who said that 'you can't go, the news [that you can visit] is wrong'."

Karroubi's sons told Sahamnews.net that they have repeatedly visited Karroubi's house
but no one was there. They also said that neighbours claim they have witnessed
Karroubi and his wife being taken out of their house.

Ardeshir Amir-Arjomand, a spokesman for Mousavi, told the Guardian: "Their situation
is worse than a prisoner because when someone is jailed, at least you know who has
jailed him or where he has been taken to. But in the case of Karroubi and Mousavi, no
one takes responsibility or even admits they have been arrested."

Rumours were rife in recent weeks that the two had been taken to Heshmatieh prison
in east Tehran.
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Since you're here ...
... we have a favour to ask. Millions are flocking to the Guardian for open,
independent, quality news every day. Readers in all 50 states and in 180 countries
around the world now support us financially.

With the inauguration of Joe Biden and Kamala Harris, American democracy has a
chance to reset. The new administration has a historic opportunity to address the
country’s deepest systemic challenges, and steer it toward a path of fairness, equality
and stability.

It won’t be easy. Donald Trump’s chaotic presidency has ended, but the forces that
propelled him – from a misinformation crisis to a surge in white nationalism to a
crackdown on voting rights – remain clear threats to American democracy. The need
for fact-based reporting that highlights injustice and offers solutions is as great as
ever. In the coming year, the Guardian will also continue to confront America’s many
systemic challenges – from the climate emergency to broken healthcare to rapacious
corporations.

We believe everyone deserves access to information that’s grounded in science and
truth, and analysis rooted in authority and integrity. That’s why we made a different
choice: to keep our reporting open for all readers, regardless of where they live or
what they can afford to pay. In these perilous times, an independent, global news
organisation like the Guardian is essential. We have no shareholders or billionaire
owner, meaning our journalism is free from commercial and political influence.

If there were ever a time to join us, it is now. Your funding powers our journalism.
Make a gift now from as little as $1. Thank you.
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