
1/30/2021 Iranian newspaper shut down for showing solidarity with Charlie Hebdo | Iran | The Guardian

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2015/jan/19/iranian-newspaper-mardom-e-emrooz-shut-down-showing-solidarity-charlie-hebdo#:~:text=A media court in Tehran… 1/3

Iran

 This article is more than 6 years old

Iranian newspaper shut down for showing solidarity
with Charlie Hebdo

Saeed Kamali Dehghan
@SaeedKD

Mon 19 Jan 2015 11.44 EST

Iranian authorities have shut down a newspaper and suspended its licence after it
published a front page depicting George Clooney at the Golden Globes alongside the
headline “I am Charlie, too”.

A media court in Tehran ordered the reformist daily Mardom-e-Emrooz, which was in
its first month of publication, to be closed down at the weekend because it had shown
solidarity with the French satirical magazine Charlie Hebdo following the deadly
shootings at its offices.

Iran’s press watchdog, which operates under the country’s culture ministry and Islamic
guidance, also suspended the newspaper’s licence on Monday, confirming its closure
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was due to the publication of the headline as well as Clooney’s picture showing him
wearing a “Je Suis Charlie” badge, according to the state news agency Irna.

The Iranian government as well as a number of its senior clerics and officials have
strongly condemned the Paris attacks that led to the killings of Charlie Hebdo
journalists but at the same time have abhorred its publications of many cartoons
showing Prophet Muhammad.

In the aftermath of the attacks, Iranian journalists who wanted to show solidarity with
Charlie Hebdo were not allowed to hold rallies in Tehran.

The Iranian government, in particular, has condemned the latest cover of the
magazine, which showed a weeping prophet Muhammad holding up a sign reading “Je
Suis Charlie”, saying it was provocative and insulting to Islam.

Mardom-e-Emrooz’s closure came after a number of conservative media outlets in Iran,
including the daily paper Kayhan, demanded it be shut down and MPs threatened to
impeach the culture minister if no action was taken.

“If the culture minister does not firmly confront this newspaper, then he would be the
subject of an impeachment,” MP Zohreh Tayebzadeh told the semi-official Fars news
agency.

The New York-based International Campaign for Human Rights in Iran said: “Demands
for closure of Mardom-e-Emrooz gained momentum when Iranian state television
joined Kayhan and other conservative publications and ran several news segments
condemning Mardom-e-Emrooz.”

The Iranian news website IranWire said Mardom-e Emrooz’s closure highlighted Iran’s
own battle for freedom of expression.

“The closure also points to a wider problem: Rouhani’s failure to expand freedom of
the press in Iran more generally. The move reveals enormous divisions within Iran’s
political landscape,” it said.

“The battle over free expression has just begun in Iran, with Rouhani and his
administration pitted against hardliners, who are deeply entrenched in both parliament
and the judiciary. The closure of Mardom-e Emrooz is a reminder of how bitter the fight
will be, and illustrates how much power hardliners command.”
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... we have a favour to ask. Millions are flocking to the Guardian for open,
independent, quality news every day. Readers in all 50 states and in 180 countries
around the world now support us financially.

With the inauguration of Joe Biden and Kamala Harris, American democracy has a
chance to reset. The new administration has a historic opportunity to address the
country’s deepest systemic challenges, and steer it toward a path of fairness, equality
and stability.

It won’t be easy. Donald Trump’s chaotic presidency has ended, but the forces that
propelled him – from a misinformation crisis to a surge in white nationalism to a
crackdown on voting rights – remain clear threats to American democracy. The need
for fact-based reporting that highlights injustice and offers solutions is as great as
ever. In the coming year, the Guardian will also continue to confront America’s many
systemic challenges – from the climate emergency to broken healthcare to rapacious
corporations.

We believe everyone deserves access to information that’s grounded in science and
truth, and analysis rooted in authority and integrity. That’s why we made a different
choice: to keep our reporting open for all readers, regardless of where they live or
what they can afford to pay. In these perilous times, an independent, global news
organisation like the Guardian is essential. We have no shareholders or billionaire
owner, meaning our journalism is free from commercial and political influence.

If there were ever a time to join us, it is now. Your funding powers our journalism.
Make a gift now from as little as $1. Thank you.
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